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May 17, 1976 


Ht 
MEMORANDUM t 


TO > ARA - Mr. William H. Luers 

THRU : ARA ~ Mr. George Lister 

FROM : L/HR - Charles Runyon 

SUBJ : Case alleged torture reported in Brazilian Press 


REF : Brasilia 4270 


This is to suggest consideration of some minimal low 
key legal responses: 


1. Consult with Kennedy staff and review our own 
resources to assemble all the facts as best we can. 


2. Unless total facts available to us answer gues- 
tions satisfactorily, go to Brazilians with dead pan sin- 
ple questions: Is story true? What has Court done about 
application? Whas has Executive (including military) done? 


3. If answers leave outstanding questions, prapare to 
refer to these and any similar perplexing questions on human 
rights in Brazil in connection with consideration of IAHRC 
Report at OAS GA. 


ect cx ~ Mr. Palmer 


USOAS - Mr. White 
L/ARA - Mr. Gantz 
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F. O. 116523 GNs 
TAGS! SHUM, RR 
SUBJECT? REPORT OF TORTURE IN RECIFE 


REFs STATE 113663 


4. FOLLOWING IS REPORT RECEIVED FROM CONSULATE RECIFE? 

AUNTE a 
A.FOUR POLITICAL PRISONERS HFLN TN THE ITAMARACA ISLAND MAXIMUM 
SECURITY PRISON NEAR RFCTIFF CL4IMEN THROUGH THFIR LAWYFR ON 19 { 
APRIL THAT THEY HaDd REFN TORTURED AT THE AIR FORCE POLICE 5 
SQUADRON HEANQUARTERS TN RECIFE ON APRIL 1 AND 2, THE PRISONERS {2 
TNVOLVED WFRE 3 JOSE CALIXTRATO CARDOSO FILHO, JOSF ADFILDC Ramo , if 
JOSE EMILSON RIBEIRO DA SILVA, ANO CLAUDTO DESSOUZA PIRETRO, = 


Re THESE INMATES FOUND GUILTY SEVERAL YEARS AGO UNDER BRAZIL'S 
NATIGNAL SECURTTY LAW FOR FNGAGING IN SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITIES, ARE 
PART OF A GROUP OF aAPPROXIMATELY 25 PULITICAL PRISONERS HELD IN 
THF SAME PRISON, THIS GROUP HAS ENGAGED IN 2 PROLONGED KUNGER 
STRIKES NUPING THE PAST SEVERAL MONTHS IN AN EFFORT TO FORCE THE 
AUTHORITIES TO IMPROVE SIICH THINGS aS THEIR FUuOD, VISITING PRIVIe 
'ESES, DORMITORIFS, FTf, (DETAILS OF THE STRIKES ARE GIVEN IN 
REIFE WRAPsUPS 9, 12 AND 13.) 
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tf, DURING THE COURSE OF THF SEfOND HUNGER STRIKE (MCTORER@NOVEMBFR 
4975), SEVERAW OF THF PRISANFRS WERE REMOVED TO VaRINUS MILITARY 
HOSPITALS IN THE RECIFE ARFA TO SAFEGUARN THEIR HEALTH, THE 4 

TN GUESTION WERE APPARENTLY ASSIGNED TO THE BRAZILIAN AIR FORCE 
HOSPITAL IN THF CITY AND WFRF KEPT UNTIL THEY ENDED THE STRIKE AND | 
WERE NURSE BACK TO STRENGTH. THEY WERE THEN RETURNFD TO THE 
TTAMARACA PRISON SOMFTIMF IN DECEMBER OR JANUARY 1976, 


NM, FOR REASONS UNKNOWN TO POST THESE 4 PRISONERS WERE PICKED uP 
ON APRIL 1 AND TAKEN TO THE AIR FORCE POLICE SQUADRON WHERE 

THEY CLAIM TO HAVE BEEN REATEN, GIVEN FLECTRICK SHOCK TREATMENT, 
AND HUNG UP ON THE PARROT!S PERCH (PAU DE ARAKA). THFY WERE 
REIEASED THE NEXT DAY AND RETURNED TO PRISON, AND PLACED 

TN SOLITARY CONFINEMENT, 


F. THEY APPARENTLY WFRE ABLE TON DESCRIBE TKETR TREATMENT IN A 
DUNUMENT WHICH WAS PASSEN TO THETR LAWYER, WHO IN TUPN PRESENTED 
TT TO THE SUPREME MILITARY TRIRINAL (STM) IW BRASILIA ON APRIL 1°, 
fTHIS MAY RE THE DACIIMENT MENTIGNED IN REFTEL,) THRE LAWYER ASKEN 
FOR AN INVFSTIGATION OF THE ALLEGATIONS, THAT THE COURTIS PRFSIOENT 
SAFEGUARD THF LIFE OF THF PRISONERS, AND PROVIDE THEM WITH MEDICAL 
TREATMENT, THE STM, WHICH SFEMS TO HAVE BEEN INFURMFO OF THE CASE 
TN ADVANCE, RESPONDED THAT THE PRISONERS H4D BEEN INTERROGATED 
"WITHOUT PHYSICAL COFRCION," 

F, THOUGH THE LOCAL PRESS GAVE NO COVERAGE TO THE CASE,THE 

STORY (PARA 4 AND 5) WAS CARRIFO IN THE NATIONAL 

CIRCULATION NEWSPAPER, ESTAOOD AE SAO PAULU, ON APRIL 24,#3976, 
UNQUOTE 


®. SENATOR KENNENY WAS GUOTED IN JORNAL DG BRASIL MAY 12 
REGARDING NOCUMENTS HE HAD RECEIVER WHICH INCLUDE SECLARATIONS 
MF THESE PRISONERS, JORNAL AMCOUNT BEGINS, "SENATOR FDWARD 
KENNEDY DECLARFO YESTERDAY...THE 'FVENTS OBLIGE ME ONCE AGAIN 
TO APPEAR BEFORE THIS CHAMRER TO REVFAL THF SUFFERING 

MF PALTITICAL PRISONERS IN BRAZIL. I HAVE JUST RECEIVED & 
SERIES OF NMOCUMENTS TAKEN SURRFPTITIOUSLY OUT SF BRAZIL 

BY PEKSONS WHO RISKEN THFIR LIVES TO DO SO AND WHO ARE 

WORTHY OF FVERY CREDIT,! CLARIFYING THAT FROM WHAT HF 

EARNED '7HEY PELATE A NEW PAHSE OF TERROR IN THAT COUNTRY," 
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3%. COMMENTS: THRE CONTINUFS TO RE A GENERAL PRECEPTYON 
HERE, WITH WHICH WE CONCUR, THAT THE LEVERAGE AFFORDFp 


 GETSEL BY THE DEATHS OF POLITICAL PRISONERS IN ARMY CUSTODY 











TN SAO PAULO H4S RESULTED IN A REAL 4ND SIGNIFICANT SHIFT 

FOR THE BETTER IN THE HANOLIG AF POLITICAL“PRISONER 

CASES, AS WE HAVE NOTED PREVIOUSLY, HOWEVER, (SEE, FOR 
FXAMPLE, BRASILIA 631, BRASILIA 2212, AND BRASILIA Awl), 

TT WAS NEVERTHELESS TO BE ANTICIPATED THAT INSTANCES UF 

ABUSE WOULD PERSIST, THE CASF IN RECIFE, ARGUT “HICH wr 

HAVE NO INFORMATION OTHER THAN THAT CARRIED JN THE PRESS, MAY 
RE ONE OF THESE INSTANCES, 

ARIMMINS 
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